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PRESS RELEASE

THE GRAND COUNCIL OF THE CREES (EEYOU ISTCHEE)/ CREE NATION GOVERNMENT
CALLS ON THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA TO ENSURE THAT
JUSTICE IS DONE IN THE MATTER OF COLTEN BOUSHIE

(Nemaska, Eeyou Istchee, February 11, 2018) The Cree Nation of Eeyou Istchee expresses its
solidarity with the family of Colten Boushie and with First Nations people in Saskatchewan after
the shocking outcome of the trial. The verdict, and the way it was reached, makes a mockery of
justice for First Nations people across Canada.

Upon hearing the verdict, Grand Chief Abel Bosum stated: “| am in shock and disbelief, the
same shock and disbelief that | saw on the face of Alvin Baptiste, Colten’s uncle, after the
verdict. That this verdict could be reached in Canada in this way in 2018 is a national disgrace.
It is a stain on the entire justice system in this country. It is a wrong that must be righted,
urgently, if Canada’s commitment to reconciliation with Indigenous peoples is to have any
credibility at all.”

The Cree Nation Government is outraged at the blatant miscarriage of justice in this case,
starting with the selection of the jury. It is shameful that Indigenous persons were excluded from
the jury for no reason other than the fact that they were Indigenous. The jury selection process
is broken for Indigenous people, and it must be fixed, right away.

Executive Director Bill Namagoose commented: “lI am sickened by what happened to that boy
and his family. That could happen to any member of our families. This tragedy, together with
the missing and murdered Indigenous women, and the persistent disappearances of Indigenous
people across Canada lead me to conclude that reconciliation, in the absence of strong and
concrete measures to charge, prosecute and apply appropriate consequences to perpetrators of
these acts, will only be a fagade and a farce.”

In 1991, the Aboriginal Justice Commission of Manitoba, on which Justice Murray Sinclair sat,
reported that a major failing in the trial for the 1971 murder of Helen Betty Osborne was the use
of peremptory challenges to exclude Indigenous persons from the jury:
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“The exclusion of Aboriginal people from the jury fuelled public concern that racism might
have played some part in the trial ... Certainly, the lack of Aboriginal jurors gives the
impression that the trial, from the Aboriginal person’s perspective, was not a fair one. And
in a sense, it was not fair—the jury simply was not representative of the local community.
We do not believe that this should be allowed to continue.

We believe that the exclusion of potential jurors on the basis of their race is an
unacceptable and probably unconstitutional practice which should be ended by reform of
the method of juror selection.”

The Commission recommended that the Criminal Code be amended to eliminate peremptory
challenges to jurors.

Almost three decades later, the Commission’s recommendation has still not been implemented.
How much longer must Indigenous people wait for justice in this country?

The Prime Minister and Ministers Bennett, Philpott and Wilson-Raybould have all stated that, as
a country, we must do better. We agree. A few days ago, Parliament, with the support of the
Government of Canada, approved in principle Bill C-262 to give effect to the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The case of Colten Boushie is a test of the
Government’'s commitment to the principles of justice and equality for Indigenous peoples
embodied in the UN Declaration.

The Cree Nation Government calls on the Government of Canada and the Government of
Saskatchewan to mount a vigorous appeal of the verdict reached in this case. We also support
the calls from First Nations organizations in Saskatchewan and across the country for a judicial
commission of inquiry to look into the causes of this miscarriage of justice and to recommend
measures to prevent it from happening ever again.
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For further information:

Bill Namagoose, Executive Director
(613) 761-1655



